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This paper is written to find out the North Korean nuclear strategy in light of its steep 
build-up of nuclear capabilities including the development of an Intercontinental Ballistic 
Missile. For this purpose, it uses the equation of strategy, that is "Strategy = Ends + Ways + 
Means.” If we could identify North Korean Ends and Means in its nuclear development, 
we could determine the Ways out of these Ends and Ways.

The Ends of North Korean nuclear strategy seem to be "the communization of the 
whole Korean Peninsula,” which is the Ends of North Korea and its military as well. 
North Korea has 13-30 nuclear weapons and various long-range missiles to attack the U.S. 

This paper concluded that North Korea employed "credible minimum deterrence” to 
the U.S. and “limited use with threat”to South Korea based on above Ends and Means. 
Therefore, North Korea could provoke limited and/or all-out conventional war with 
threat of nuclear attack, compel South Korean policy changes with the threat and strike a 
few South Korean cities with several nuclear bombs. As North Korea reinforces its 
capabilities to attack the mainland U.S., the possibility of North Korean nuclear attack 
would increase. 


